ao 
i 
wh 
iA 
kk 
“a 


GUTDE 


TO 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


for the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


\ 


ON THE DOCTRINE AND DUTY. OF SEPARATION FROM 
OTHERS 


There are certain questions of a practical nature, resulting froin the bette! 
of the doctrine of present sanctification, and especially from: its possession, 
Which require some attention. Among others, and perhaps not least in 


Importance, are those which relate to the subject of separation, either ecele- 
siastically or iin any other manner, from persons with whontave ditler in 
matters of opinion, experience, and practice. Is it right, for instance, is it 
expedient and best for individuals, who are associated with some elureh, to 
dissolve their connection, and separate from it, cither because the chureh 
disbelieve in the doctrine of present sanctification, or because, believing in it, 
as is sometimes the case, they do not exhibit charity and with 
those Who possess and profess it? fn answering the question thus specifie- 
ally stated, we may perhaps be enabled to lay. down general principles, 
which will be appheable not only in this, but in aany other cases, 

We proceed, therefore, to observe: The general doctyine, which our re- 
Hections on the subject lead us to-hold and to advocate, is, that persons, 
situated in the manner Whiic th has been mentionc “dy on to remain where 
the y are. In suport of! the: view, that pe rsons ought not, in ‘inary 
to separate from: others, re or rather ecclesiastically associated writh 
them, for the ecattses just now referred to, we anay properly offer the follow- 
Ing reasons : 

In the first place, our present and ac ctual position ina chureh is to be re- 
carded as a providential indication, unless there are other and counteracting 
indications, that God has placed us where He desires us to continue, It is 
a great truth, Which the sanctified mind, more than any other, will re. 
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end appre lite, Giod ullots our e ire place us well is 
of person; and that he does not give us invaluable powers to be employed 
for lis glory, and at the same time leave it to Satan to determine them loca- 
tion, In other words, God makes us what we are, and places us where we 
And the fact of our present position, whether the matter be considered 
religiously or temporally, is an indieation, OTHER THINGS BEING FQUAL, threat 
he has turther duties for us to fulfil antecedent to our removal. Henee it rs, 
that wo person, who is seriously disposed and has the true love of God in 
his heart, will take upon himself the responsibility of removing from plece 
to place, without revcremtly and sineercly committing the subject to the 


civine direction, 


Yd. Again, the thet, that God has kindled up the divine light of holiness in : 


individual iearts. furnishes an additional i:dieation of his wilh “He has not 
diffused within us this besutitul and glorious illumination, to enlighten our- 
selves merely and to be subservient to our pleasure and convenience 5 but 


chieily, it not exclusively, for his own glory. And is it not reasonable to: 


suppose, thet He, wiheis the cuthor of the light, and hes kindled it tor lim- 
self, can indicate most sately and wisely the place in whieh it should shine 
The most obvious prestimption is, that he designed it to shine inthe very 
place, and in the midst of the very influences where Tle first ealled: it imio 
being. that plaee, therefore, ta the verv place of its origin, let it con- 
te difiuse till Tie ii, in the voree ob opening 
peers nees, shall distinetly indicate its removal to some other position. 

dd. But: the churely and pastor do not look with favor on the 
doe ‘trine and protession of sanetiication ; but, on the contrary, regard them 
With a desree ot distrust and dissatisiaetion, what then 2. May we not, in 
Uiis state oF things, read something of the indications of Providence, and 
learm from: them the divine: will’ is it not obviously the divinie will, 
that we should leave such a chureh under such eireumstance It does not 


appear, that this conclusion heeessarily follows, It should be recollected.” 
that we are not, 1»! need] here mere ly to OUPSe ‘Ive still less’are we 


‘do with the light of sane tilication for eur own vratiication mere Ty: but 
to do good; to enlighten others; to subdue Opposition, and instrunic ntally 
leacl those who OP Pose the Way. And hy remand ne 

re we are, inmeekness and quictness of’ spirit, with lips sealed to every 
thing exeept prayer and expressions of forbearance, friendly exhortation, 
and ldve, there is reason to believe this creat object Will be ina great deeree 
secured, Experience hi: is alre brouglh it mis inh, some degree, to 


A Tasty se paration from a chure h always causes unpleas int feelings in the 


nvinds of those Who re main. On the contrary, the most effective arguinenty 


in favor of the doctr ine of present sanctification, even on the minds of those 
who are in decided opposition to it, is the pure, peaceful, conciliatory and 
loving lite of these whio profess it; especially when it is perceived and un- 
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DOCTRINE AND DUTY OF SEPARATION. 99 
derstood, that they are ina difficult and trying situation, Under the inthui- 
ence of this potent argument, suspicions, murmurs and rebukes gradually 
die away; and those, who were at first feared and avoided for their supposed 
heresy, are subsequently not only tolerated, but are reecived into favor for 
their godliness, It is true, that the force of this argument is not effectually 
felt, till after the lapse of a considerable time; but in the end it is generally 


irresistible, Ft cannot be demed that it implies and requires the spirit of 


self-forgetiulness and seli-sacrifice, and an eminent degree of perseverance 
and patience; but he, who professes to be holy and is what he pro: esses to 
be, will not be wanting im these traits, 

4th. But we may observe further, that by leaving the churches with 
Which we are connected, afd joining others, we shall nevertheless, in all 
probability, fail, in part, of securing the ebjyect whieh we particularly have 
In view. So far as we have been able to ascertain, those persons Who have 
experienced the grace of sanctification have to und themselves, even in those 
churches and communities most thverable the SEPARATE 
PEOPLE; We do not mean in the absolute sense, but still in-some degree, a 
separate people. They have views of things, and temptations, and inward 
and outward trials, and also supports and consolations, Which are in a con- 
siderable degree peculiar to themselves ; and which, therefore, it is almost m- 
possible for those in a different state of mind to appreciate and to sympathize 
with. "They necessarily standsin some degree alone they cannot participate 
in unprofitable conversation and amusements; they are much in retirement 
with God; in their religious conversation they speak a language, whieh has 
something of an air of mystery, because it is beyond the range of the com- 
mon experience ;.and in view. of these various circumstances, itis not 
prising, that they should sometimes find themselves, even In churches and 
societies that have no speculative Opposition to the doctrine of sanctification, 
the objects of distrust, and even criticism and rebuke. In the 
position in which they stand, and considered in relation to the things around 


them, all this, sand: sometimes results more trying, may naturally be. 


expected. By removing there fore, from a chureh and community, whieh is 
less favorable to the doc erinek to one that is more so, it does not at all follow, 

that they Will neeessar ily secure that mipathy ane thatentire tree from 
mmisinterpretation and distrust, which they had fondly anticipated. On the 
contrary, they may regard it as a settled and cunalterable truth, that, in the 
present state of things, they will be a separate people wherever they may be ; 
people, Whose lite, in the language of Scripture, is a tidden lite, and whieh 


ds unknown and un: ipprec hue by the world, and also by the. church, so far 
as it retains worldly aw spirit, chie tly for that re Viz.,because it is truly 


a lite, lid w ith Christ in God.” 


oth. urthe rriore, it is better, for ourselves, unde SS the ive esare ve ry 


peculiar, that we shotdd remain where we are. ‘Phe dite of sanctification is 
not only an inward lite, but a new lifes a renovated lite born. out of the 
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death and extinetion of the former natural life; the true life of God in the 
soul. "This lite, whieh in the present state of existence: Is nourished in 


storms as well as in sunshine, may be said to inerease and flourish most in 


the midst of tribulation. It is the scorching fire of evil surmise, of super- 
cilious and petulant opposition, of base calumny and unrelenting persceu- 
tion, that purifies the surrounding atmosphere, that exeludes and extirpates 
the infeetion of epproaching and threatening corruptions, and thus perpet- 
uates its healthiness, vigor. and beauty. In this divine life the place of true 
safety is the position of keen snd unremitting trial: where self finds no 
resting place; where all worldly reliances and hopes are smitten to the 
dust: and where the soul, deprived of every other support and left to its 
own Weakness and nothingness, instinctively turns to God as its last and its 
only resouree, It is astonishing, how closely a soul, that is thus left to the 
extremity of earthly desolation, clings to the protecting arm of the Divinity. 
Eneouraged by the fivor and protection it receives, its union with the In- 
finite mind beeomes more and nore intimate ; till it finds its strength, its 
hope, its joy in God alone. 


Gth. In connection with What has been said, we observe In conclusion, . 


that those, who are truly the holy ones or saints of the Lord, possess with 
neh other a secred and fuithtal unity of spirit, which is some compensation 
for the loss of sympathy angl fellowship with others. This union of spirit 
With the brethren it is evident that God approves; and it is also entirely 


eonsistent withethe most intimate and perteet union with himself! Their 
lite, though Iidden end unknown to the world, is known to each other. 

They possess mutually a power of interpretation, Which others do not; and 
understand at onee the language of the lips end the imtimations of the coun- 
tenance and of the outward act. And thus soul is revealed to soul, and the 
mward beauty, whieh is hidden trom the world, is disclosed. to those, who 


possess its Hikeness ino themselves, Tloliness, as a cmatter of present and 


personal realization, is not limited to particular se ets, And those who enjoy 
this blessed state of mind, willart hesitate for: : 


moment to claim affinity 
With others, who are in“a like state, and to recognize the sacred hond of 


brotherhood, although they are separated by seetarian limits. 


These barriers 
become very small ana 


‘asily passed over by those, who have in their 


bosoms the Inspiring impetus of divine, love. Indeed, those who are the 


subjects of this excellent and most precious eraece, mn: iV be. said to form a 


seet by themselves, Although the me mibers of different re ‘ligious societies 


and dise ‘harging faithfully the duties re sulting (rom. sue h re lationships, they | 
form With: those-ot* the Tike experience a-spiritual’. brotherhood ; 


Whi 
h, Without thi aid of a recognized. name and of outward ore ui anization, 


Is neverthele ‘sx bound tove ‘ther and rendered. strong and permanent by the 
power of Christian principle, 


nor # COMMON speculative 
490) Interested 


It is hota common name that unites them, 


behet, nor any thing else whtth can be explained 
Hatural principles; but the attracting and uniting efficacy 
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of divine love alone, Tt is astonishing how effectually dhe barriers ot) sect 
and party are demolished, when they present themselves in Opposition to 
this divine influence: and how powerful is itin securing the mutual svin- 
pathy and perfect union of these, im whom it exists. 
@th. One remark only remains to be added. After all that hes been said, 
there be extreme CUSCS, there undoubtedly are such Clases, Where, 
consequence of unbelief or corruption so exeessive as to dety all remedial 
efforts, it will become the duty of those who have given themselves up to 
the Lord to be wholly his, to separate frome: the elmirehes and societies to 
Which they have belonged, stances we may even go further, 
There may be CASCS, in whieh it will be the duty of sured Persons To 
will be 
their duty to Tift up their voie against them; to ery aloud and spare not. 
but these are exempt ease 


the attitude and the office of vivid prophetie denunciation, 


bevond the reach of rules and prince) 
ples. le, who is called to ee terrible work of the Lord. will be 


equipped 
Within and without, with speetal armor, 


He will bear upon his 
‘and his moral eharacter, and upon the providential arrangements by whieh 
he is surrounded, the signature of his feartul designation so learly ineseribed. 
that all will read and recognize tt. | 


th. With these exceptions, whieh are not likely to be very frequent, we> 


would say, by all means, remain with your brethren, whether their sym 
pathy with you be more or less, Remember the hidden power of your holy 
lite will ultimately create im the minds of some, and perhaps of many, a 
sympathy, Whieh will last in earth and heaven. Pray for your minister: 
and not the less so because he may happen to think or to le el differently trom 
yourselves, 
faith, and endeavor to lead them into the right way gently and lovingly, and 
not with the sternness of rebuke and with the hastiness of violence. ~ And 
learn the great lesson; which Cliristians are so slow in acquiring, of teaching 
and blessing the world by resignation as Well as by action, by sUrPERING 


as well as by doing the Lord’s will; by being and having Noruing, as well — 


A. 


as by possessing all things. 


‘T'wo things are causes of daily astonishment to me — the rea- 
diness of Christ to come from heaven to earth for me; and my 


‘Acwarduness to rise from earth to. heaven with hin.—Pearce. 


ae do. not wish for any heaven on earth, beside that of pre ach- 
ing the precious Gospel-of Christ to immortal souls. — Martyn. 


There are but two classes of the wise — the men who serve 
God, because they have found him ; 
because they have found, hun not. 


not a lie in my right hand ? 
oF 


and the men who seek him, 
All others may say, “Js there 


— Cecil. 


Be very kind and forbearige those Who are Weak thes 
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Mor the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 


Dean Be. Kise, —The impression has rested for some time 
on my mind, that possibly it might be my duty to communicate 
my experience throuzh the medium of the Guide, especially as I 
had observed that you at times lacked matter. By the request 
of a few friends, | have concluded to offer these lines. Should 
vou judge them, or any portion of them, worthy an insertion, 
they are your disposal. 
| was born of pious parents, whose object it was to bring me 
up inthe nurture and admonition of the Lord. Owing to this 
fact, the Spirit early operated on my heart, and [ think that the 
first lasting impression received on my young mind was that [ 
Was a sinner: and so deep was the impression, that I envied the 
inaninate stones their (as Lconsidered) peaceful repose., And 
here T would just add, while [ would sink into humility before 
God, that his mercy towards me has been boundless — for from 
that time his Ifoly, Spirit did not cease to knock daily until it 
found entranee into my heart. 


At the age of twelve, Twas powerfully awakened by the death 
of a pious and affectionate father, and never shall I forget the in- 
junction P received from his dying lips, closing with these words, 
* Meet me at God's right hand.” Such, however, was my way- 
~wardness, that these impressions lost. their edge, and I was per- 

mitted to goon in sin and folly, resorting to all the places of mer- 
rinent and amusement that lay within my reach, until arrived 
at the aye of sixteen, when it pleased the Lord. to enlighten my 
mind more fully, and T saw that the course I was then pursuing 
led to cternal death. 1 not only saw that the wages of sin was 
death, but T found that every step of the way [ must wade through 
floods of tears. prayers, and admonitions, which continually seemed. 
to Whisper, “ why will you die 7” until I. was enabled to come to 
the conclusion that mine was a course of folly bordering on mad- 


ness. was brought to the point, “I will arise and 
father.) [now resolved to ‘seek the Lord with all my 


eart, forsook my companions in sin, attended all the means of 
‘Brace, went to the mourners’ bench, waited a manifestation 
of the favor of God in the remission of my sins ; but sought in 
Vain, expecting it without the exercise of faith. I, however, de- 
termined to do my. duty, take up my cross daily and follow 
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the Savior, through evil as well as good report. I united my- 
self with the church, attended class regularly, and as soon as 
I came to the point, “ Here, Lord, I give myself away, having 
had the way of faith made plain. I was enabled to venture on the 
atonement ; and in proportion as I ventured I felt virtue flow, and 
so enjoyed the favor of God for some time. But soon I found 
the warfare was not ended. God had called me to holiness and 
activity. Lsaw the justice of the command — be ye holy — and 
believed it attainable, but on counting the cost could not make the 
sacrifice. Activity — taking up my cross ii public, owing to nat- 
ural timidity and diffidence, [ could not endure. Here the enemy 
of my soul got the advantage. IT began to decline in spiritu: lity, 
until I became a backslider in heart: and 3 in life, and remained in 
that situation for two years. During this time wretched w as my 
situation, and although I had never known what it was to rise, or 
retire, without going on my knees, I feared to do this, it being 
suggested to my mind, that it was mocking God. In this sad 
condition [ lived until it pleased God to shake me over the grave, 
and | again resolved to serve him. I once more sought, and by": & 
a simple faith found pardon, and for a while did run w cll. Again 
I was called to count the cost of holiness, and sought it, but when 
brought to the test found an unwillingness to make the nece ssary 
sacrifice. [ dropt the idea of secking for it, and resolved to serve 
God as faithfully as | could without it, but soon I found myself 
shorn of my streneth; and though I w ould, as it were, rise against 
my enemies, as at former times, unwilling to yield, yet I found 
them more than a match. In this situation T would pray, repent, 
now revived and again slain, sometimes giving over to despair, lest 
God had said, Let him alone. In this way, with but few intermis- 
sions, continued an unworthy member of the church for ten or 
twelve years. It pleased the Lord meanwhile to afllict me in. 
various ways. TI did not prosper temporally, but rather declined, 
still | did not yield. At length, in the providence of God, I was 
directed to a camp-meeting, “but could not join in the exercises, 
although I delighted to be there and see the friends enjoying 
yi themselves; nor did I enter into the spirit of the meeting while I 
remained, » It however proved a blessing to me, for I was there 
led to resolve, through “race, to count the cost and yield to the 
requirement. At that time I was again brought low by severe 
affliction of body, which it pleased God to sanctify to my good. 
From that time I formed new resolutions and determined to act 
upon them. Nor was it long before,in the Providence of God, 
this was put to the test, by being peculiarly called to what I had 
always dreaded, pone activity in the church. This was indeed 
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a trying time; so severe, that at one period, I was on the eve of 


vic Jding to the enemy. T now paused and reviewed the past, 


and looked at future consequences s, should I yield ; when I was 
enabled to decide on the side of duty. I feel that I shall ever 
have cause to praise the Lord that I was then enabled to come to 
the decision. 

I now received a fresn oo to press after holiness, and 
entered into covenant with Ged, if he would give grace, to dis- 
charge every known duty, be it ever so re to the flesh. 
| was thus enabled to go on gaining ground in proportion as I 
did my duty. T still sought, with all ny ab complete con- 
formity to the will of God, .and the sanctification of my corrupt 
nature, 

A: year had now clapsed since [had formed my resolutions. I 
rejoiced to hear that a camp mecting was about being held on 
our district. L besoucht>the Lord carnestly to give me a clean 


heart, and looked forward with anxiety to that period. The time 


at last arrived and | was permitted to go. As soon as opportu- 


nity offered T made my way to one of the praying tents, but to 
my great confusion | found ne disposition to engage In the exer- 

cise, ands so powerfully was T tempted that T left the tent. After 
[ had retired, T began to examine the cause of this change in my 
feclings. T soon found that it was a temptation of the enemy, anid 
saw thataf it.was yielded to, it would frustrate the whole design 
of my comine to the meeting. T resolved to-return to the tent — 
if possible to find my way to the centre, (for { had shrunk lest J 


should be called upon to pray) and concluded to remain until I 
should be enabled te enter into the spirit of the meeting, had 


been there but a short time, before heht broke in, and. the vloom 
that had rested on my mind was dispelle ‘dd; Twas called upon 
to pray; I readily complied, and felt strel the ned, From. this 
timest anxiously sought: and looked for the ‘blessing of holiness. 


Here Twas again led to examine myself, and counted the cost, and 


through divine grace Thad éome to the point in which I was wil- 
ling to make the sacrifice required. [new viewed the command 


of God * be ye holy” as a positive command, and His promises 
and assurances that he will cleanse. as immutable. I saw that 
the word of God stood pledged now to receive, and even now 


held out the thing desired; and it remained but to reach out. the 5 
I was permitted to have this view 
enemy meanwhile suggesting to me 
ceive, | would not retain the bles- 
Sabbath, when such would be the 


hand of faith and ree eive, 

_ during the day following, the 
~ that although [might now re 
sing longer. than the ensuing 
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duty that [must perform, and the cross that I must bear. that I 
could not stand, and in this way would bring a reproach on the 
cause. | opened my mind to one or two friends, who assured 
me that it was a device of the enemy to cheat me out of the bles- 
sing, and one tm particular, urged me at onee to venture and leave 
the future with God, trusting in hun‘ for grace to support in the 
trying hour. TO now resolved to venture, and with a trembling 
hand laid hold on the promise, believing it yea and amen to 
them that believe. ‘The enemy now attacked me from another 
quarter, and tned to show that T was making a foreed and un- 
warrantable effort, or that Pwas now © believing merely because | 
wonld believe.” [ again examined my position and found cause 
to continue to exercise faith, although the encmy might eall it 
forced, for in the midst of all this conflict, [| found a peace and 
composure of soul that [had not before enjoyed. LT felt none of 
that rapture of soul that [ had anticipated, but praise the Lord, 
f was assured that © his nature and his name was love.” ‘The 
mecting passed off, and the trying hour on Sabbath arrived. My 
trust was still in the Lord, and I was resolved to mect the enemy 
and do my duty, be the consequence, what it might. The en- 

counter, to me, was dreadful. My heart. palpitated, and_ the 
whole physic ‘al system trembled. The conthet was short. Grace 
triumphed, and to the praise of God so complete was the vic tory, 
that the enemy has not dared venture to engage so closcly smee 
that day, on the same ground. 

Many have been my conflicts, and severe my trials, since | ex- 
pericnced this blessing, but praised be the ‘name of. the Lord, | 
have been continually enabled to cast all my care on Jesus, anid 
have continually been supported and strengthened. 

l find that in this way which-has been cast up, on which I have 
been permitted to walk, comes no unclean thing —the lion is not 
‘there; his foot comes thereon. Here is arefuge from the 
storm; a shadow from the heat, whensthe blast of the terrible 
ones is ds a storm against the wall; the defence thereof is the 
munition of rocks,” «nd Israel dwells in safety. Praise the Lord 
that Lavas ever pe mitted to become a traveller in this way 
this way of holiness —and that [am now and then privilege “dL to 
hail, and hold delightful converse with the ransomed ofthe Lord, 


who ow this high way are returning to. Zion wath sones and 


everlasting joy upon their heads.” | 
Since have ¢ this inestimable blessing, have been 
brought down to the gates of death, and my confidence in the 
Lord was unwavering. I saw no king of terrors there. No, I 
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saw Death. but he had no sting. Je kept the gates, ‘tis true, but- 
eternal life beamed through them. T[ found a resting place on 
the bosom of the Redeemer from all anxiety, doubts or fears. 
Surely, if ever mortal had abundant cause to praise the Lord, it is 
f,and through grace [ feel determined to press my way onward 
and upward, let the path be ever so thorny, beheving that there 
will be an increase of pleasantness, and the end peace.” Glory to 
God, I expect cre long on the summit of Zion, with an immortal 
Tongue ahd an eternity of time, to unite in singing the song of the 
cedeemed, | 

‘To those that have not yet tried this way, I would just. say, 

«Come taste and see that the Lord is ood,” 


the am, 


But Jesiis died for me.” 


for the Guide to Chrastian Perfection. 


EVERY-DAY EXPERIENCE. 
(Coatinued,) ’ 


Pebruary, 1842. — tnd, to nyssurprise, it is six months since made 
any record of my exercises of mind. bP desire to be more careful in this 
respect hereafter, as tind it good and profitable to renew these 
As the sorvants of God ancientlyyjourneying on from place to place, setup way 
tnarks, and otlered sneritiees of praise, so would trom: time to time record 
mM legible characters, God's: gracious dealings with my soul. My. prayer at 


this thine Is, STren othe Mh, ord, Hie ory, judgine lif, reasoning 


powers; Chlarge and invigorate “all mental fieulties, that thus be 


better fitted to clority om would not seck this so much for 
my own pleasure, as for thy vlory, Do: thou direct reading influence 


and euide meditations: brine to may me thoughts and fets 
conversation, as shall tend to good. is 


‘hee-all inspiration comes, 
Thou hast created the ser, rapl’s minds thine is the 


vicor of man’s intellect: 
would seek first of all, 
holy heart . a hie art oft love, I Could ‘kk also none nlighte ed ultivate 


tind. Do 'Thow direct ana bless: stich shall tend to the improve- 
ment ol my mental powers and fheulties, 
beauties of n; ture, the 
enrapiured o 


remember, 


the shining forth of remus is of Phee. While 


Give. me an eve to discern the 
Works of thine own hands. O Lord, how is my soul 
itenyas T fix my e ye on some bright and glowing star, and then 
Phow art my God and Savior! how my soul fills and swells with 


— 


j 
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joy and gratitude. IKknowledge and seience, how cold and dead art thou. 


joyment to the society of trends, aud sweetens all things; meking bitter 


\praye r'the Lord descended in a cloud of vlory and overshadowed 
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without the love of God: this love adds sweeter tragranee to the leat’: 
brighter hue to the flower; higher vest tothe fruits of the earth: rieher en- 


sweet; darkness, light; coiutusion, order: and glory every where. Yes. 
a halo of glory enecireles the soul where God djs first, and fast, and God all. 
Llow like a spell, the thought eomes over me in the still how: of night, that 


God is, and orders all things; his ereature, nota creature of chance 
and bound to Him, by the cores of love; wav own techie soul teterwoven with 
the mighty being of God? sheitered aid’ sceured in Hin. Uere Prevel 
deligh is the spell, the charin that often fistens om ime. sinee have 
loved The Lord with my whole heart, mend, strometh, reneh 
hands, Lelasp the works of his creetion, | press them to my bosom: they are 
a part of God — my God. ¥ 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


EXTRACTS FROM A DIARY. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


Ave. 14.—'The Lord permits me to enjoy a considerable de- 
eree of his presence. Calm and peaceful as a summer's eve, my 
soul rests in-her Redeemer, It is'a holy rest: a divine peace 
deep sea of love. O Lord, bring me nearer. 

19th. — This week- has been one of calm, even enjoyment, Q 
may God’s will be always mine. I have, lor the tew days since ] 
commenced reading “ Hester Ann Rogers,” felt deeply the need 
of a more thorough work of grace. | know nothing of the neat 
and precious union with Christ, of which ‘she speaks. I know 
my unworthy but ransomed soul ts by faith united to Christ, and 
by virtue of that union [ am constantly saved from falling. and 
led into sweet and sacred communion with him: but [I want the 
oneness, the sensible tie, the indese infinite ly desirable 

sense of the total loss of all that constituted old self, into the very 
being of God, that Psee is my privilege. "This afternoon: invséeret 


my soul, I never before felt. se ‘nsibly the awful yet clorious 
presence of the Trinity: As [ gaze d, absorbed in rapturous sen- 
sations of the indwelling of the great Three-One, I felt myself 
sinking away Ito my own native nothingness, W orthlessness, anc 
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insignificance, tll it seemed nothing of me remained. God, the 
incomprehensible, the high, the holy, had made my little closet 
his temple, and I, not so large as a speck, Was permitted to sit 
still and bask in his glory. In the language of Mrs, Fletcher, 
“ Jesus alone was exalted, and 1, a poor sinner, saved from sin.” 
My whole soul cries out, **O God, raise me nearer the throne : 
crant me a more perfect union with Him whom my soul loveth.” 
20th. —'To-day Tam taught submission to my Father’s will. 
My will is becoming less and less my own, and partakes more of 
the divine will, has less of the creature in it. Why should any 
thing of the poor worthless creature remain in it? Did n@ eigh- 
teen years of my life thoroughly teach me how vain and fraught 
with disquictude was the secking of my own pleasure ; and have 
not the past five months fully proved to me, that casting self into 
the hands of God brings perfect rest to my soul? And yet mueh 
of my time is spent in’ deploring my slowness to sink into all the 
will of | 

Monday, Sept. 4. —T heard a sweet sermon from what brother 
V. A. calls the Christian's Inventory.” contained 1 Cor. i. 


— 23. Ts all nine?) Then am Trich! But all are not mine, 


unless Lam the character deseribed ;—if T do not * glory in men” 
—if Lam “the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth 
In me”? —and if that temple is not. defiled,” but holy.” 

Who is sufficient for these things? With such a weicht of re- 
spousibilities as crowd upon a creature so highly exalted in point 
of privilege — with such a holy vocation as that wherewith Chris- 
fians are called, Christians of this!'day — with all the ineentives 


to holiness held out to us by our Father, God: if we refuse to be 
What God requires —it [, poor, little, dependent T, fail to improve 


these precious bléssings, surely [must sink low into hell.’ 

But Of whatam but hanian, sinful, utterly powerless 
worm, and no man.” Unless Christ’s merits coustantly avail and 
his sustaiming \erace be afforded, must be crushed beneath the 
Weigle of my own sins and the just judgements of a holy God. 
But O, there isa Lamb! © Hallelujah to the Lamb, who has pur- 


chased our pardon,” our freedom from quilt, sin, and eternal wo. 

Yes, * Alleluia, the, Lord God omnipotent reigneth? —reigneth! | 

Teigneth! Let it echo tothe darkest corders of the world, “The. 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth 


It, OT ye dead” in trespasses and sins. Catch the triumphant 
en and ascribe “all Glory, honor, power and dominion to the 
‘amb that was slain, yet liveth again, and reigneth too, as in 


heaven so in the hearts of his ransomed ones below. 


S. 


“Tlear, O ye nations ; hear 
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For the Gnide to Christian 


EXPERIENCE OF A CLERGYMAN. 


Dear Brorner Kinc,.— Unknown in the church militant, but 
in strong hope of being known, in the church triumphant, I ad- 
dress you this communication, (which you ean publish or not,) 
for the purpose of adding my testimony to that of many others, 
that the blood of Christ-cleanscth ‘from all sin; acknowle ging 
your excellent periodical to have been the ‘instrument, in God’s 
hand, in bringing me to that point where T gave mysclf wholly to 
God and felt that Christ was all in all. Several years ago, by 
faith in the atoning blood I realized a sense “of pardone “ds sin. 
My experience since that time has been very much diversified, 
sometimes exalted almost to heaven, and then sunk low in the 
valley of despoadency ; sometimes seemingly going back to the 
world, and then thirsting for full salvation. O the coodness of 
God, which has prese ved me through all, and has given me sus- 
taining grace up to the present hour. I lived on in this Way 
until a few weeks ago, when [ attended a camp meeting; where 

Twas most powerfully blessed ; and T believe, had [ but exercised a 
little more faith and claimed the blessing, should then have re- 
joiced, in perfect love. However, this [ did not do. IT came 
home rejoicing, but my eestacy did not last a great while. In a . i 
measure it left me, until last Sabbath week, when I was again ta 

~~ enabled to rejoice, froma fecling sense of the love of God shed ey 
. abroad in my heart. For several days it continued; IT sought for 
the blessing of sanctification; Twas very much strengthened a 

‘ few days:after in conversing with a sister, who received it a few 

- mights before: My spirit then longed for it. I went to my room, 
threw myscH on my knees and gave my heart to God, to fashion 

it as he thought fit. 1 fixed the eye of my faith on the cross, 
with a firm determination never to remove it until I felt all 
the fulness of God. I kept believing for several days. On the 
a Sabbath [ preached. Never did I preach this doctrine more 
wo earnestly ‘before; I felt a foretaste of it in my own heart. J 
“have preached: it before as a doetrine, but now I preach it, be-) 
~ ‘eause the Holy Spirit: had begun the work in my own soul. The 

next day found me still lookiyg for it. A brother had loaned me 

a volume of the Guipe, which I perused attentively. On enter- 

ing my room after dinner, I took it up, and while reading one of 

those blessed experiences, which abound like living streams of 
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water throughout it. | came to a sentence which applied itself 
directly to my heart. ht 
[ then had it if | would but claim it. . 
to heaven, I strained my vision to penetrate the veil and gaze 
into the holy of holies. At first it was like the twilight of the 


morning, but pee brighter and brighter until it reached the 
perfect day. 


Ing. 


was not so great as it was once before, but it seemed hke a deep 
and holy joy, 


But not to be tedious, I went immediately to see the sister be- 


fore 


been done for my poor heart. 


GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


It brought the blessing in reach, yea, I felt 
I raised my heart and eyes 


fell upon my knees, but could not pray for prais- 
My soul scemed filled with a flood of glory. My ecstacy 


“That speechless awe that dares not move 
And all the silent heaven of love.” 


mentioned as having professed it, in order to relate what had 
Many were the suggestions of 


the evil one that I might be deceived, “I could not live up to it,” 
&c., &e., but the meridian evidences put all doubt to flight, anc 
assured me that the same grace which wrought the mighty work 


in me would sustain me in it. 
sustained. I live alone by faiths all I can do when my joy begins 
to die away is to cling closer té the cross. 
above the world; He gives me power over all sin. 
such a spirit of watching; and more than all, [am ready at any 
time to die; yea, | would welcome death, assured of living in a_ 
better world. 


the word “glory” seemed to possess new power; for some time J 
could repeat nothing else. 


soul to trust in God and receive full salvation by faith alone, the 
design of the writer will be fully accomplished. | 


Thanks be to God, I have been | 


The Lord keeps me 
Never had 


I forgot to say, that when I received the blessing. 


Now if these lines induce any poor 


A Monument or Sovereicn GRACE. 


[ have written the following lines as expressive of my feelings. 


which you can dispose of as you see proper. 


I longed to be washed from sin’s every dark stain, 
That Christ, my dear Savior, throughout me might reign -~ | 
- Might in my affections take up his abode, 


And fit me to dwell in the bosom of God. 


From ‘neath the dark ruins of sin, I looked up 
To Jesus, — my Savior, my strength, and my hope ; 
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Then, prostrate, I fell at the foot of the Cross — 
My richest of treasures I counted but loss. 

laid my poor heart ‘neath the crimson-like tide 
‘That flowed like a flood from his sin-wounded side. 


As the sun in lis coming streaks faintly the east, 

Mire his beams shoot in @adness o’er ocean's blue breast ; 
Or the western sky, tinged with his last parting rays, 

As he sinks o’er the hills midst the nightingales’ lays — 
So the beams of my Savior delightfully stole 
‘Like soft melting moonlight into my soul ; 

And the bright Sun of Righteousness lingered not long, 


But burst on my heart midst the gushes of song. » 


[ was filled —I was filled with the power divine, 

I felt that the joys of an angel were mine ; 

, I was filled — I was filled with the goodness of God, 

| I drank from the streams of his blisstul abode ; 

Rich manna, sweet manna, dropped down from the sky, 
Fresh from the blest land where the flowers never die. 


I may cease to remember the home of my youth, 
Where first | was taught in God’s sanctified truth ; 
I may cease to remember who gave me my birth, 
And oblivion’s dark pall hide all scenes of the earth — 
But the time and the place where my heart was made clean, 
And set free from the power and bondage of sin, 
Are on the heart’s tablets unfadingly traced, 
And throughout time’s changes will ne’er be effaced. 


My soul now exults when relieved of her load, 
Unspeakably full of the glory of God ; 

My soul, it mounts up on the wings of desire, 

And struggles and soars to mount higher and higher. 


| 

| 
| 


© were I but freed from these clogs here below, 
Hlow quickly to glory my spirit would go ; 

Q had I the wings of a seraph, I'd rise, 

And sing of redemption, and soar to the skies ; 

Then sorrow and sighing for ever would cease, _ 

And Pd bathe in the fountains of rapture and peace. 


Iiow long, O my Savior, how long will it be, 
Betore my poor spirit thy glory shall see — 
Shall in thy blest presence in gratitude gaze, 
And dwell in the light of thy soul-cheering rays ! 
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O hasten! O hasten the thrice | 
When, freed from this sin-stricken dwelling of clay, 
Where every fond hope of the mortal here dies, 
The spirit shall mount to its home in the skies. 


Lerington, hy., October, 1845. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


MITES CAST INTO TIE LORD’S TREASURY. 


Faith is the touchstone of our salvation. It raises us up “from 
the horrible pit and the miry clay,” and brings us into the liberty 
of the sons of God. Faith has a divine and saving efficacy. 
Thousands, in all ages of the Church, have been redeemed and 
saved through this heavenly medium, Without it, it is 
possible to please God.” It is the only sure road that leads back 
from sin atid death to God and holiness. We are regenerated 
and sanctified by faith —plain, simple, energetic, unwavering, 
naked, faith.  Whatsoever things we ask of God, believing, we 
receive.” We live by faith, be walk by faith, and we are saved 
by faith. Of what In portance is it then to the true Christian, to 
‘have faith in God.” 

Through faith in Christ Jesus, some ‘sixteen years i ALO, when 
quite youth, received the washing of regeneration’ and the 
adoption ofa son, whereby I could most confidently ery, “* Abba, 


Father.” Being justified by faith; therefore we have peace 
with Giod through Jesus Christ.” How } happy was that hour when 


I first believed! But T have enjoyed much happicr hours since. 
The seeds of the kingdom first sown in the heart have sprung up, 
and are now yie ding the peaccable fruits of righteousness. Since 
the period of my conversion, | have enjoyed many distinguished 
mercies and blessings. “Great things hath the Lord done for me, 
whercof am-glad.” How often have L fe It that “there is there- 


fore now no conde munation to those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
But the constant langua: ye of my heart has been, 


that the perfect grace were given, 
The love diffuse d abroad! 
QO that my. heart were all a heaven, 
For ever filled with God ” 
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How earnestly and sincerely and prayerfully have I sought to 
be perfect — to be made holy —to be sanctified and preserved 
blameless until the coming of Christ.”” How have I “ groaned to 
be set free and be renewed in the image of God.” But I was 
young; there was in me a want of light and knowledge; I was 
inexperienced in ‘the deep things of God ;” there were none to 
recommend to me “the Way of Holiness.” The doctrine of 
Christian Perfection was not preached — it was little understood, 
and I fear little enjoyed. Frequently did I go burthened and 
faint to the house of the Lord, earnestly desiring something from 
the ministers of grace upon this absorbing subject. But no: it 
was forgotten, or neglected ; and recommended and enforced as 
seldom as if it were not an integral part of Methodism. But in 
these times of need the Bible was my guide, and the Spirit my. 
divine instructer. I still endeavored to “ press toward the 
mark, for the prize.” [| considered “ Him faithful, who also will | 
do it’? —who has promised to “seal us unto the day of redemp- | . 
tion.” 

But God would have us, in seeking the blessing of sanctifica-_ 
tion, to exercise the faith of reliance. First, He gives us to see 
our full need — next, to “have faith in God;” after that, the 
blessing is bestowed, and then we receive the direct witness of 
the Spirit. But the evidence often is given sometime subsequently 
to the imparting of divine favor. [ere' again is need for the 
faith of reliance, till God imparts .the faith of assurance. 

About three years since, while partaking of the emblems of the 
‘‘broken body and shed blood ”’ of the blessed Redeemer, I felt 


“}*aith’s increase, and Love’s resistless power.” 


I saw, by faith, mercy as free as the purling rivulet, full. as the | | 
overflowing fountain, and abundant as the waters of the ocean. 
[ rejoiced exceedingly at the richness of God’s grace. A joy fill- 
ed my soul that was “ unspeakable and full of glory.” For many 
months after that blessed season, my ‘“ peace flowed as a river.” 
{ never recur to that sacramental occasion in nature’s great tem- 
ple, but with inexpressible delight. It was truly the power of 
God and the grace of God that filled my soul; it was the renew- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. Had I fully believed, the work had been 
completely accomplished at that hour. : 
Nevertheless, the witness was delayed. My faith was not - 
sufficiently of that comprehensive character which realizes a pre- 
sent Savior. YetI had great peace in believing. I was drawn 
10* 
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out much, and particularly in secking and praying for the evi- 
dence of sanetifying grace. It was not, however, until the 26th 
of January L845, that I enfered into the rest of faith. It was 
Sabbath evening. L.was sitting among a room full of kindred at 
home, reading the December (1844) number of the ‘ Guide to 
Christian Perfection.’ At the moment when the light of heaven 
shone in upon my soul, [ was perusing intently the experie: ce of | 
J. A. B., where the minister said, “ Brother, on the mght you 
was so powerfully blest, had you believed that you then received 
the blessing, the work would have then been wrought. Now be- 
lieve that it is done, and it will be done.” Just here my soul 
was devoutly lifted up to heaven by faith in prayer, and the lan- 
guage of my heart was, Lord, I can, I may, I will, 1 po believe. | 
That moment the conflict was past and the work accomplished. 
[ reccived the witness of the Spirit by believing the work already 
done. ‘This appeared like believing against belief, apprehending | 
what I had no lucid, no evident ground to apprehend. Never- 
theless, | did believe, and my * faith, accounted to me for right- 
eousness, made me whole.” T took right hold of the promises of 
God, and reviewing what God had aforetime performed in me by 
faith, doubting nothing now of [is willingness and ability, I felt 
the sanctifying leaven spread throughout my soul. The purpose 
of God concerning me was then fulfilled. IT then entered into 
the rest of faith. ‘To God be all the glory. 
A peace at that hour pervaded my soul till then unknown. It 
was a peace, a joy that passeth understanding — that flows as a 
river, that abounds as the waves of the sea. It was a peace that 
kindled to joy and gratitude, and afterwards swelled to praise and 
trinmph. O the fulness of redeeming grace! the depth both of » 
the mercy and the love of God! It is to the soul of the: believer 
sweeter than honey, or the delicious droppings of the-honeycomb. 
Come, taste and see that the Lord is good. Praise ye the Lord. - 
This is a state of grace, the effects of which are not only peace, 
but quietness and assurance for ever. O, it is a most delightful 
assurance, a glorious assurance, a continuous assurance ! Though 
sickness blast, though foes unite, though death devour — though 


_ the winds blow high or the winds blow low —in sunshine and in 


shade —in the racking storm or in the heavenly calm — this 
assurance, equivalent to hope itself, “is an anchor-to the soul. 
sure and steadfast.” It lifis us up in the atmosphere of heaven, 
aud continually points the weary traveller home. Enoch walked 


with God, and he had the assurance that he pleased God. ‘This 
assurance is a divine treasure. | | 
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This grace imparts a consolation in grief —a joy in sorrow. 
“We joy in tribulation also, knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience, and patience experience, and experience hope, and 
hope maketh not ashamed.” O how joyful the heart when the 
light of God’s countenance beams fully upon us. “There is a joy 
in suffering as well as doing the will of God. What he ivhts 
and depths im grace to which we have bens been a stranger! 
God now pervades and dwells in the soul, * made a habitation 
through the Spirit.’ The Sun of Righteousness, full-orbed, now 
luminates our pathway. O come and let us magnily his crace 
together!” 

“But love casteth out all fear that hath torment ~~ — fear of the 
grave, fear of death, of hell, of eternal condemnation. ‘+ Love is 
the very bond of perfection. No stronger tie can unite us te 
God or to one another. [tis the beginnime of the law and the 
end of every commandment.’ “Tt envieth not; it vaunteth not 
itself, is not ‘puffed doth not behave itself unseemly 
secketh not her own; is not easily provoked; thinketh no evil; 
rejoiceth not iniquity, but rejoiceth in the trath feel at 
this time through grace that no love of the world, nor of the 
creature nor of self, has a fixed seat m-eour heart, but if love at all 
dwell within (and we know it does) it Is “the love of Christ that 
constrameth us, 


“Tis love that drives our chariot wheels, 
And death itself must yield to love.” 
“God is love.’ “Tle that dwelleth in God dwelleth in love.’ 
‘He that loveth God will love his brother also.” » Yes, ‘tis uni- 
vers il love —love to God and love to man—love as high as 
~ heaven and broad as the universe. -* 


“In Christ, in paradise, in heaven, 
Our all in all is love.” 


I never saw more beauty and divinity than now, in the volume 
of God's inspiration.“ find the Scriptures increasingly dehght- 
ful. Teread no book with more pleasure. It is indeed not a 
dead letter, but spirit: and life. Divinity is stamped upon. its 
Pages ; and when carried home to the heart, its truths are life and 
power. Yes, have had new light, ew joy and new consola- 
tion im reading God’s word. Were every character of the Bible 
written in letters of gold, and each of all those ** exceeding great 
and precious promises set around with diamonds, they could not 
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appear to me more precious. Above all other volumes that have 
ever been written, the Bible should be least neglected and most 
revered and devoutly perused. It is a sacred treasure. In it are 
the words of eternal life. May its truths “dwell in our hearts 
richly in all wisdom.” Let us recommend it everywhere, while 
we live, to the sons of men. From first to last it is exceedingly 
precious. 


“Q may these heavenly pages be 
My ever dear delight; 
And still new beauties may I see, 
And still tnereasing light !” 


I have been kindly solicited to pen my experience for “the 


Guide.” have endeavored to do so (in part) with all humility 


in the fear of God. Nothing but the sense of duty, the cause of 
Holiness, and the continuation of God’s favor to me, by confessing 
his name openly to the world, could have induced me thus un- 
waveringly to speak of “the deep things of God.” But again I 
pray, as [ have most devoutly while wnting and before | com- 
menced, that this feeble effort to advance the interests and king- 
dom of the blessed Redeemer, may not be in vain. May these 


mites cast Into the Lord’s treasury” be effectual in turning some 


soul to the way of nghteousness —of * presenting some believer. 


perfect in Christ Jesus.” “Phe Guide” has been a great bles- 
sing to me, and the experiences and excellent things therein con- 
tained, instrumental in a laying hold on the hope set before me 
and being *‘ renewed in the image of God.” O may my expeéri- 
ence be like efiectual and precious to others! May they by grace 
in Christ Jesus through us experience “like precious faith. “1 
called upon the name of the Lord and He heard me. . I cried 
unto him and he answered my prayer.” 3 

Now to you who are secking “the rest of faith,’ and “ earn- 
estly groaning to be sct free,” let me address a word. Be willing 
to receive the blessing of sanctification just in the appointed way. 


Set the standard no higher and no lower than the Bible does. 


Let down your golden pitchers into salvation’s well —here draw 


large supplies and drive all your wants away. Here are higher 
Joys, wider rivers of pleasure and oceans of delight than we have 


ever conceived of or yet tasted. Let us launch out. There is 


enough lor each, enough for all, enough for evermore.” Glory 
to God and the Lamb for ever for such an ample atonement, for 
such a full redemption, for such an overflowing fountain! 
Here is a feast to which all are invited as welcome guests: a bless- 
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ed Bethesda —come to its healing waters: “all things are now 


ready.” Leave all your merit behind —come to the crucified as 


your “ Righteousness, your sanctification, and your redemp- 
tion. “Have faith in God.” This is the keystone of our salva- 
tion. It will remove mountains: yes, a world cannot remove its 
influence. But self must be entire ly crucified ; bind it hand and 
footand cast 1t bound hard by the eross —O, there remain till thy 
whole soul is melted into silent awe and perfect tove! Believe it 
attainable, and believe it now,and you have it. O seek it aright, 
believe it already i in your heart, and you will find the treasure 
yours. May the blessed Jesus specdily bring you into “the rest 
of faith” and “cleanse you from unrighteousness.” 
Yours in Christ, 


Urbana, O., 1845. J. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER BY J.B. TAYLOR. 


WHEN JOURNEYING FOR HIS HEALTH, 


April 20.— How pleasant to find the refreshing waters, when 


travelling through the wilderness. ‘To-day, the good Sheplherd 
has given me a rich repast. My soul has renew ed its strength by 
feeding on angel's food, if angels feed on the manifestations of 
God to them. While singing one of the songs of Zion my heart 
began to melt. It broke into sweet tenderness and love. The 
filial relation to God, was dear beyond description. My heart 
loved to repeat and dwell upon the sound, ‘* My father, my 
Father!” Christ in his relation as. fMlder Brother, Friend, Shep- 
herd, Lord, and All, captivated my inmost soul, and I cried with 
a broken heart, 


“Thou lovely source of true delight, _ 
Whom I, unseen, adore, 
Unveil thy beauties to my bight, 
That [may loy e thee more.” 


O, how soul- deVating and consoling, to 


such of Jesus, so otherwise than is made to. 


the world! It is no longer a wonder to the soul that enjoys it, 
as it once was to Thomas, “ low unto us, and not unto the 


worlds’? ‘This little room from which now write, will ever be 


associated in my recollections as one of the Bethels where my 
soul has been blessed. Never, perhaps, with more confidence 
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4 


long for the time to arrive when I shall be a disembodied spirit. 


4 


~ 


could L ask for the Holy Ghost. May you, and may I be filled, 
and filled, and filled with the Holy Ghost. By this, we climb the 
«delectable mountains”? —stand on ‘Mount Clear,” and look 
away to the fairer land. O, how fair and desirable it appeared 
to me this night! More desirable than my father-land. O, the 
prospect of meeting there the holy! When I shall have sub- 
served the end of my being here, | expect to see Paradise, and 
hail the happy within the walls of the New Jerusalem. My 
prospect brightens as God shows new beauties to my soul. I 


[ wish to see the Guory which Christ wished his disciples to 
behold. ‘ Father, 1 will that they also whom thou hast given 
me be with me where [ am, that they may behold my glory.” 
Much is comprised in that word glory. Well, it will not be- 
long, and the disclosure will be made. 

Whenever I am so peculiarly blessed, my longings are to preach 
the Gospel. There is an intensity that wrings my very soul into 
groans. Still, [ lie in the hands of God, and if I mistake not, 
swing in his will, neither above nor below. And I feel per- 
suaded, that the issue of my protracted trials will be my good, 
whether I live or die. ‘Through your prayers I may be restored 
and given to the church, to which, under God, I long since gave 
myself, and have repeatedly surrendered myself. Good-night. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


A writer in the New York Evangelist makes it an easy matter to dispose 
of what he considers Professor Finney’s main proposition on this subject. 
We make the following extract trom his communication, and take the liberty - 
to add a few words on the position of the reviewer himself. 

| The phraseology of the proposition (Mr. Finney’s] which is 
doubtless regarded asa coat of mail, entirely impregnable, is the 
illusion imaginable. Our proposition is, and always 

port een, that entire sanctification is attainable in this life un 
= ee | as fo render its attainment a rational. object of 

the expectation of obtaining it.” Page 14. Now, 


What does all this verb) 
rbiagce m ? 
attainable ; se mean? It must mean simply that it is 


, or it means something more, or somethine ss. If 
simply that it is attainable, t 


hen it is just what we admit and 
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beflers. If it means more, then it is an iKeurdily. 
less, then it means less than: we believe: So far, then, as the ex- 
pression contains any sense, it Is a very harmless proposition — 
much further removed, indeed, from harm, than from absurdity — 
as any one will perceive who will translate the ideas it contains 
into any other form of expression; for one of the best tests 
of any passage, to ascertain whether it contains any rational ideas, 
is to translate it into some other and more obvious phraseology, 
Well, translate this, and you may read it, either that perfection ts 
attainable in such a sense that you can seek so as to attain it: 
or that you can so seek as to expect or hope to attain it. If the 
former, then it means more nor less than that it is attainable ; 
for if money, or wealth is attainable at all, it 1s, of course, attain- 
able in such a sense that one can so seek as to obtain it. In this 
sense, the proposition is, of course, true; but then the addition 
of all the latter part makes out nothing more than a mere truism. 

But take the second idea, which is, without doubt, the one in- 
tended ; viz., that it is attaimable in such a sense that we may se 
. seek as rationally to expect to attain; then it means less than we 
believe. ‘Simon Peter went fishing.’ Well, no doubt he 
sought, so that he might ‘“ rationally expect” to find; and: yet he 
sought “all might and caught nothing.” And thus a man may 


so seek a thing, as rationally to expect to find, and yet fail. And so. 


the abovesaid far-famed proposition means less than we of the 
New School believe? And yet Bro. I. loudly inquires of us 
“Why we do not admit that in his main position we agree with 
him?” and ardently complains that ‘instead of this, we suy 
nothing about admitting his main position?” We icply, that 
so far as his language has any definite meaning, we admit all — 
and more. 


It is certain, that Mr. Finney believes that many Christians have been en- 
tirely sanctified in the present life. But it is enough for him to prove to the 
church that sanctification 1 is their privilege, Then, should the objector say. 
Show me the perfect man, it is sufficient to answer, “ Be thou that-man.” 

That sanctification is attainable, is an important admission; and the ad- 
mission should remove all opposition. If the writer and the New Schoo} 
believe sanctification attainable in.such a sense that they ean seck so as to 
obtain, it follows that they do net know but others have so souglit and ob- 


tained. ‘They should desist from opposition as the work of the adversary, ‘ 
_ for thé service of God is to bring the church to the highest possible state of 


enjoyment. They should themselves press into that enjoyment, and set us 
an example, that we may follow them as they follow Christ. 


The remarks on the second ideaof Mr. Finney’s position seem to us ex- 
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eeedinely unfortunate. They might be apposite, if the promises of God 
Were as uneertain as the fish of the sea, But they are not; they stand fast 


forever, [tis true, Simon Peter went a fishing, and that he toiled all night 


and caught nothing, and that a rational expeetation was not realized. But 
his Master had made Kimi no promise — had not sent him a fishing. But at 
length Jesus came and directed the net to be cast on the right side of the 
chip. It was dene, and the disciples were overwhelmed at their success. A 
disciple had previously been sent, expecting: to take a fish with money in 
its mouth, for the paviment of tribute, Had he been disappointed, what 
would he have thought of the knowledge and power of the Son of Ged ? 
Supposing that when that disciple returned and reported that he had taken 
the fishand found the nroney, the other disciples liad doubted his word — had 
said, “that is a very waprobable thing; we never caught a fish with money in 
its mouth: we never heard of such a thing; we cannot credit it,’—- it would 
have been reproach to their brother and indignity to their Master, | 
Qur Savior‘las shed dis blood, that we may be cleansed from all unricht- 
eousness ; he has commanded us to be holy, and has promised to cleanse 
the faithial and obedient from all their pollution, and shall we be disap- 
pointed? Tf we think the promises of God have been verified to us; if we 


trust that the prayers of the righteous, that we may be wholly sanctified, have: 
been answered in our behalf: shall brethren, who admit this as the highest 
privilege ofthe chureh, doubt it, without evidence to the contrary ? Shall 


they spend their strength in undermining our bope? Suel a work is not 
appropriate to one Whose dety itis to love God with all his heart andsoul 


\ 


and and streneth. and his nerehbor as himeelf 


CONSTANCY, 


“Stand, therefore, with your loins girt about with truth, and having on ihe 
breastplate of righteousness.” Mph. vi. 
Bought by Christ's blood, and to the purchase true, 
The Christian runs with cheerfulness the race 
Whiel) God in wisdom hath seen fit to trare, 

~ Nor turns some other object to pursue, 

Nor slacks his steadfast course. Sonietimes he sees 

Fires in his path, or hears the serpent’s breath 

Or raging men with implements of death, \ 

But still foes ons nor like the coward flees, 

road is strait and narrow ; if he turns, 

Ruin awaits hin; if he onward coes, 
With face erect and heart with love that burns 
However great the obstacles, he knows, 
Nhat God, who hath all power, all thing 


Pat... who hat | gs can do | 
iW ill guard him in his straits, and bear him glorious through, 
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